THE   BARBARIANS
seventies that the sentence, so long deferred, was at last executed A series of bad harvests precipitated a disaster that the competition of cheap foreign corn had made inevitable, and the landed interest received a blow from which it never recovered The day of the old upper class, based on land and hereditary descent, was over The new plutocracy rose, and has been in process of swamping it ever since
It may be doubted, however, whether the fall of any people or class can be explained entirely on economic grounds Homo Sapiens is a nobler animal than some of his latest specimens give him credit for being It is usually the rotten tree that succumbs to the elements, and the body does not putrify before the soul has departed What sort of a soul, we may ask, was there in the Victorian upper class in the days of its splendour ^ What part did that class play in the task of adapting civilization to the new conditions ^
I have tried to show what was the state of the upper class when the Reform Bill ended its long tenure of practically supreme power One attribute that it shared with the bourgeoisie consisted of an almost demonic energy If we may compare men with machines, we should say that the squire, like the business man, registered an enormous horse-power But whereas, with the business man, this power was almost entirely devoted to work, with the squire, by far the greater part of it was put into an equally strenuous play Now spott, or play, is a form of human activity in which the part of the intellect is overshadowed by that of the muscles As sport came more and more exclusively to dominate the interests of the upper class, its capacity for leadership on other departments of life proportionately diminished
The time with which we are dealing, from 1850 to ^870, was as fertile in outstanding genius as any pe&od in our annals    The mediocre twenties